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But though Pichegru seized Mannheim and every petty court
in Germany echoed with the cry " the French are coming," the
campaign did not go as the politicians in Paris planned. For they
had not reckoned with the consequences of their own corruption.
Under the cynical rule of profiteers, contractors and speculators
the diaphanous robe of the demi-monde was now substituted for the
bloodstained cap of liberty. The citoyenne Therezia, the wife of
Tallien and mistress of Barras, drove in her scarlet coach through
the unswept streets where half-naked wretches picked rubbish
heaps for sustenance, her hair bright with jewels and her thighs
encircled with diamonds. " The reign of the san-adottes was fol-
lowed by that of the sans-chemises" I

The eternal laws which govern the operations of war are just.
Men will not die for those whom they know to be unworthy of
their sacrifice. Hungry and ragged, the armies of the Rhine lost
heart, for they knew why supplies were failing and their families
starving. When the Austrian generals, noting the change in Re-
publican morale, counter-attacked, the invaders crumbled. On
November 22nd the Imperialists recaptured Mannheim, and a few
days later Mainz and Frankfurt. By Christmas they had regained
the greater part of the Palatinate. The French, driven back across
the Rhine, were reduced to pillaging their own countryside.

Thus as 1795 drew to a close the war seemed to be approaching a
stalemate. In France galloping inflation had set in. The value of
the paper assignat fell to almost nothing: a bushel of haricot beans
that had fetched 120 livres in the spring sold for twelve times as
much by the autumn. Every one except the high livers in Paris
was sad, disillusioned and hungry. The roads were breaking up,
the hearths desolate, the hospitals deserted.

And the enemies of France after three years of war were as
embarrassed. Austria^ before her unexpected victories in the
Palatinate, had seemed at the end of her resources; Piedmont had
already sued for an armistice; Spain, Holland and Prussia had given
up the fight and entered the Jacobin camp. Britain was suffering
from food shortage and unrest. In the autumn of 1795 she sus-
tained serious losses at sea. Hotham allowed a French squadron to
escape fiom Toulon into the Atlantic, where it captured the entire
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